



BULLETIN from 











q Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 38 Bank Street 
©] Se AEROS SME 
er vol. XV August 15, 1947 No. 16 4 



















eg Tr Ok 


MUST BOOKS 









September 12 









Feuchtwanger, Lion Viking j 
PROUD DESTINY $3.50 j 










A long and leisurely book, history absorbingly presented but without romantic 
fictionalization. As history it is meticulously fashioned, with so convincingly detailed 
& picture of the court of Louis XVI and Antoinette, so specific a rationalization of the 
machinations in favor of and against participation in the American cause that one feels 
that Feuchtwanger must have had an observer on the inside. Beaumarchais, too seldom 
recognized for the impressive part he played in supplying arms, impedimenta and funds 
for the Revolution across the seas is in the center of the stage, pitted against not 
™ only the unsympathetic and self-seeking court favorites but even against the wily phil- 
osopher, statesman, patriot, Benjamin Franklin, who disliked and distrusted him. But 
this is more than a study of the battle to bring France into line with the cause of 
liberty. It is a picture of the life of the court- of a decaying society, brilliant, 
unstable, lascivious, extravagant- of the inner politics and petty jealousies- of the 
great figures of the times, Voltaire, Joseph of Austria, the members of the Lilac Coterie, 
people of stage, of literature, of the arts- and working in various ways for the American 
cause, Lee, Dean, Dubourg, Paul Theveneau- and always the principals, Beaumarchais and 
Franklin. The Literary Guild selection will give it greater impetus to immediate popu- 
larity than, possibly, the author's previous record, which established Feuchtwanger in 
this country as well as Europe as a sound historical novelist. A book for the long haul. 






















{ October 15 


Bromfield, Louis Harper 
COLORADO $2.75 


The basis for a screen melodrama, but not much more, in a tale of the golden 
west, complete with a big one-man boss of town- county- state, his roistering sons, his 
daughter- disappointed in love- growing gross in self pity, his mistress- madam of 4 
bawdy house. Lots of gun play, riots, mine disaster, escapes, kidnapped damsels, pro- 
vide a routine backdrop for the central figures; a girl destined by her guardian for 
the musical career his debauchery had cost him, and the youngest son of the old tycoon, 
who turns out to be not his son at all but the son of a man of finer clay who recognized 
his mother as a personality in her own rights. The value of the story, if there is any, 
lies in capturing for the moment the heyday of the violence and lawlessness,the tawdriness 
of splendor and ostentation of our nation's frontier history. Stock characters, stock 
plot, stock properties bill it as an “authentic western” which will shine momentarily 
in the reflected glory of Louis Bromfield's past. 
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October 29 ~~ 


Priestley, J.B. Harper 
JENNY VILLIERS $2.50 


A slight fantasy- more Nathan than Priestley save for the flare of things theat- | 
rical and a faint savor of the Dickens of The Christmas Carol.: The Scrooge of the story 
is an embittered, disillusioned playwright, Cheveril, who insists that the theatre is done 
for, that his cynicism in the Third Act of a play to be produced in the famous Old Theater ~ 
Royal of Barton Spa is justified, and who refuses even to see an eager young actress plead- — 
ing for an interview. A doctor gives him e drug to relax his nerves, and for a few hours ' 
Cheveril is translated into another century; time and space and characters play out their 
parts in a reality that is more real to him than life itself. Through Jenny Villiers and 
her brief and tragic career Cheveril finds that the theatre can never die, and that he is 
still able to give it another chance. An eerie story- in the Berkeley Square tradition- 
told with elusive charm despite its blurred outline, which however is in keeping with the 
quality of the story itself. 


Old Names and New Faces 


Vincent Sheean has a new novel, A CERTAIN RICH HAN (Random House) which again proves that 
fiction is not his field;-Arnold Zweig's THE AXE OF WANDSBEK (Viking) is for a. sertous. 
rather than a popular market; Marcia Davenport's EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE (Scribner) will 
carry only on her reputation; Jean Plaidy's BEYOND THE BLUE MOUNTAINS (Appleton-Century) 
is a fairly sporty, picaresque tale; and Lindsay Hayes’ TAKE THIS WOMAN (Macmillan) ts 


intelligent, feminine fiction. None of these seem too certain. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


September 1 


Dever, Joseph . Bruce 
NO LASTING HOME $3.00 


Joseph Dever's initial effort as a novelist is recommended eas a genuine character — 
study of the sacrifices and self-privations of Hd Creedin for his younger brother Gerry. ; 
Realizing as a child that Gerry hes talent of great promise, Ed subverts his own desires 
for Law School, postpones his marriage to Martha and loses her, supports his family with- 
out complaint, hoping that Gerry will accomplish what he could not. It is through the 
assistance of a Catholic priest, Father Boley, that. Ed's dreams for Gerry materialize, 
and at the close Gerry follows closely in the steps of Father Boley in the work of God. 
Using the locale of Boston as a backdrop, the author paints an absorbing picture of Ed's . 
environment and its effects on his life. His story, a rewarding one, has much that is 
real and human, ‘and will have a special appeal for a Catholic market. 


September 25 


Bolton, Muriel Roy Doubleday 
THE GOLDEN PORCUPINE $3.00 


History amplified as Louis XI's implacable determination to nationalize his 
country brings nightmares into the lives of the Orleans' family. Hating the Orleans’ 5 
son, Louis, the King carefully raises him as an impatient, careless sportsman and gentle- 
man, implies his promise that Louis will marry his daughter Anne. To wreck Orleans and 
its threat to the succession, he palms off his deformed daughter Jeanne on Louis, and 
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marries Anne to Pierre Beaujeu, fiance of Louis’ sister. Louis learns of Anne's betrayal | 
of their common promise not to consummate their marriages and gradually learns his way . 
politically. Punished and tortured by his King, he is consoled by Anne-Marie of Britanny, = 
whose childish worship tarnished the other Anne's hollow devotion. Her regency for Charles © 

XVII turns her love to vengeful hate, and Louis is forced to combat her vicious gestures 
by overt acts. Having seen the wreck of all his dreams, the end of the Regency leaves a 

him free to plan for his succession and the promise of Anne-Marie as his bride. Fact in- ~ 
to fiction in fine above (and below) stairs recital which should satisfy most histo-roman- 7) 
tic appetites. : i 
































September 26 


Nash, Bleanor Arnett Appleton-Century 
IT WAS MARY $2.75 
By the author of Footnote to Life, this is the rentally, sentimentally styled 7 


story of Mary Armstrong, of poor and shanty Irish stock who marries the son of a wealthy 
family looking for the “real” things in life. He keeps her away from his family for F 
several years so that her sweetness will remain unsullied, but eventually she goes to i 
New York to become a grande dame par excellence...The Cinderella theme in new treatment i | 
which will pass as lighter entertainment. 


September 30 


Tina, Dorothy Les Morrow } 
OCCUPATION: HOUSEWIFE $2.75 | _ 


The breaking up and making up of a marriage in young, appealing terms, this 
tells the story of Thad and Darcie,Thad, a doctor whose interest in psychosomatics should 
have helped him at home, and Darcie, whose emotional immaturity, instability, is some- 
times (if less coyly) reminiscent of Claudia. Married to Chuck at 17 and divorcing him, 
Darcie finds the same restlessness in her marriage to Thad, the hatred of housework, the 
sense of glorification when she meets Sid, a blind man, helps him with his writing, does 
not discourage his love for her, and in the violent reaction she provokes, almost loses 
Thad... Even if psychologically minded, melodrama is still not excluded, but on the whole ~ 
this provides lightly serious entertainment, rentable rather than saleable. | 


October-t 1D) BI 


Sheean, Vincent Random House 
A CERTAIN RICH MAN : $3.00 


Sheean's name (though not his fame as a novelist) will carry this farther than 
the book deserves to go. Oddly similar on many counts to Marcia Davenport's fast Side, 
West Side (report to follow) this has the same faults without the sureness of structure 
and balance of characterization. Here again is a contemporary novel of New York City’s 
upper bracket riffraff, with all the impedimenta of divorce, exaggeration, fantastic : 
wealth, and sham which covers heartbreak, insecurity, shallowness, rottenness. It tells — 4 
of the efférts of a rich man to go through the eye of a needle by way of involving him- i 
self in good works. The impetus is given through a chance pickup, 4 girl who is working. ! 
in a settlement, with a love affair the inevitable concomitant. The girl, after walking 
out on him, dies leaving the “certain rich man" to his responsibilities for doing good and 77 
being a better father. Plenty of bedroom and bathroom detail for those in search of them. 
Personally, I could do without. . i 

















August 15, 1947 


Nin, Anais : Dutton 
CHILDREN OF THE ALBATROSS $2.75 


A sequel toLadders To Fire which continues the vagaries of the same four 
characters; Djuna, a young dancer, who loves only the immature men; Sabina, a woman of 
fire who loves most men; and Lillian, who just loves Jay, who only paints and seems to 
love no one. This time the facts are a little more visible, less of the subconscious 
and more of the conscious reactions are recorded, although the same dream-like and 
erotic handling of words and phrases is prevalent. This is rather a collection of se- 
quences in the lives of a handful of people in prewar Paris than a novel, without plot 
and without resolution of the problems presented. Limited. 


October 6 


Rylee, Robert Knopf 
THE RING AND THE CROSS $3.00 


A thought-provoking and vitally written novel of politics, war industry, some 
love, in a Texas war boom town, this tells of the return for a week of Senator Adam Den- 
bow to the town of Congreave which he had "built", and where he owns 51 per cent of every 
large financial operation. Denbow returns to put down the opposition to his machine, the 
carefully woven web of Denbow men in public office, private enterprise and war industry. 
Philosophies covering the totalitarian, Horatio Alger, fence sitting, liberalism, social- 
ism and revolutionary are expounded, interwoven into an active plot making for no dull 
moments, considerable controversy, and in general a book whose sincerity can be felt. 

A book for a market which is masculine, also socially aware. 


Prentice-Hall 


Pagano, Jo oe 
THE CONDEMNED 7 $2.75 

A portrait of a crime, more immediately in the terms of the community where it 
occurred and those whom it affected, more largely as a reflection against a society which 
“has failed man, and in failing him, resorts to violence". California and a small tow 
frame the murder of Robert Wineberg at the hands of Jerry Slocum and Howard Tyler, Jerry, 
embittered after his return from the war, Howard whose family keep him in perpetual in- 
security and poverty. Tagging along with Jerry through a series of holdups, Howard is 
unwillingly involved in Wineberg's murder, soon breaks under the tension of fear and 
guilt. Exposed and jailed, they face the primitive punishment of a lynching... An inter=- 
pretation of the criminal in social terms, this is adequately handled, but untor a. 


illustrated in line. 


October 9 


Spectorsky, A. C.- Hd. 
MAN INTO BEAST 


The perennially perplexing theme of transformation in a collection of stories, a 
short and long, revolving around man's transformation into animal or vegetable embodiments. | 
Ranging from gentler to grimmer forms of fantasy, you will meet (in many instances re- a 
meet), Robert Ayre's Mr. Sycamore; Theodore Pratt's Mr..Limpet; Stephen Vincent Benet's 
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King of the Cats; on to the irony of Saki's Laura, John Collier's Green Thoughts , the 
terror of Franz Kafka‘'s 4etamorphosis , with other inclusions by Dorothy Sayers, Hugh 
Walpole, Ben Hecht, and Isak Dinesen... A very special, but suggestive, thome with 
variations by able purveyors of entertainment, this is a well chosen collection. 









October 4 24 






Komroff, Manuel Farrar, Straus 
FEAST OF THE JESTERS $3.00 





























The human, as well as the political, story of the Congress of Vienna, which in 
its attempt to include as many types, nationalities and levels, with all their selfish 
and patriotic aims, revolves with great commotion around the figure of Coco Musset, up 
from the Paris slums to become the toast of Vienna. Contrasting the battlefront of the 
old order is the ogre of the common people demanding its rights, and the agents in each 
a camp are aligned- from the market sellers, hackmen, through the soldiers, actors, diplo- 
| @ mats and royalty. Against the attempts for peace, argued and debated, is Coco's rise, 

i not only to fame but to a wider understanding of love. And while “Congress dances but 

‘ does not move one step”, while gossip is for sale at every turn, Napoleon's march bursts 

}) the bubble, brings back reality. A huge cast of characters, of kaleidoscopic episodes, 
this maintains a rapid pace for its international incidents, its cinematic portrayal. 


October 15 


Furnas , Marthedith Harper 
: THE FAR COUNTRY $2.75 


The manuscript of Unwin Shaw, least among the westward migrants, that carries 
(g the look, feel, sound and smell of California-bound wagon trains, that makes pioneer 1 
ee * heroes human, fallible, and ignorant of their own courage and strength. A gangleshanks, Bk 
Unwin is nothing with a gun, little with a horse, and fair game for the stronger, louder Ais 
travelers, and he tells of his troubles with a braggadocio brother in law, an unhappy sis- |) 
ter, a wise bullwhacker, and the long, trying trip from Missouri to California. Here is | 
the patchwork of community traveling, the baring of real defects and nobility of character, | 
the despair of inching along, the life and death through storm and desert and mountains, | 
the threats-of Indians, starvation, the dangers of internal feuds and frauds, the preva- 
e lence of sickness,- all part and parcel of 19th century horizon seekers. There's a vigor 
a end directness in the telling that resembles old journals, and the style of the period 
1 colors the tale expressively. An historical novel with no glamorous, exciting central 
figure, but one that reflects the events in a true, believable mirroring. : ; ih 
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lees, Hannah Harper 
THE DARK DEVICE $2.50 


q This is not a mystery- though Hannah Lees" techniques in mystery writing stand { 
; <x her in good stead in building a sense of impending disaster in a story cued by the pro- 
— cess of psychoanalysis. A girl, part of a family skating act, almost kills her father 
[— © and is‘unable to go on skates again. Through her visits to an analyst, and in gradual 

| development, one gets the strange story of her father's maniacal possessiveness, sadism, 
the devilish overlay of family devotion, solidarity. And the girl's “transference” pro- 
cess to her doctor brings on an entanglement with his romantic wife, and the analyst 
has to free himself as well as his patient. A strange and fascinating story. 


ee ae Se Sn Tae 
i ioe tao 
. ae 


ye ETE aT 








August 15, 1947 Fiction 
October 16 


_ Doubleday 54 
THE GOLDEN ISLE 3 75 3°" 


Slaughter, Frank G. 


The same prescription as before, picaresque and surgical, as the early 19th 
century backgrounds the story of Michael Stone, forced against his will to doctor the 
slave ship of rich blackbirder Adam Leigh. Seduced by Leigh's daughter-in-law, the Lady 
Marian, Michael does not forget her, even when- after jumping ship off the coast of 
Florida, he is rescued by Dimity Parker and marries her. Once again working for Leigh, 
@ second_meeting with Marian brings also the realization that she had deliberately used 
him to sire a son. War, plague, revolt, the firing of the slave farm bring a fairly 
strident finish and Michael, after rescuing Marian and their son, returns to find that 
Dimity has died and that he is free for the woman he more truly loves. Sex and sensa- 


tionalism keep this fairly overstimulated. 


lo/> 6 
Foley, Martha- Fd.- Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BEST AMBALCIN SHORT STORIES 1947 $3.00 


The annual collection, which has done much to maintain the standard of the short | 
story and achieved the recognition of little known writers and periodicals, which by-pass- | 
es the easier entertainment of formula fiction, with another cross section of the field. | 
This year the motivation of the war, the social problem, has receded and the majority of 
the stories are concerned with men and women- and children- in ironic, discordant, un- 
happy situations. Of the familiar names are EHlizabeth Hardwick, Dorothy Canfield, 
Victoria Lincoln, Allan Seager, Jean Stafford, and the recently collected J. F. Powers 
and Mark Schorer. Two of the outstanding stories of the 0. Henry 1946 collection are 
reprinted here, in spite of the original dates of appearance, the’ prize-winning Bird 
Song by John Mayo Goss and Act of Faith by Irwin Shaw, with also a section from Thomas 
Heggen's Mister Roberts. The market for this is by now an established one. 


Maass, Joachim A. A. Wyn 
THE WEEPING AND THE LAUGHTER $3.00 


By the author of The Magic Year, and the publisher's fondest, biggest hope of 
the season, this is a strange story of tormented people, hellucinatory worlds, Germanic 
in its excess. Hamburg sets the scene for the murder of a Mr. Tyllmann, the investiga- 
tion of his family- a wife and three sons- by the police which provokes the private con- 
fessionals of each. Regal, reserved, Xenia- his wife- exposes her childhood of extreme 
want, her rise to fame as a dancer, the marriage to Tyllmann and her loathing of the 
shy, weak man which eventually drove him to drink and women. There are also the three 
sons who loved or hated her, the degeneracy of the youngest, Tyllmara's financial en- 
tanglements which were to cause suspicion in his death... The extravagance and distor- 
tion of emotion here, pursued with Teutonic thoroughness, alienates rather than attracts. 


October 17 li 
| | 


Plaidy, Jean Appleton-Century 
BEYOND THE BLUE MOUNTAINS $3.00 


’ Romance, adventure, sex, surround the lives of four generations of mothers and 
daughters, bewitching and irresistible English girls, through the turn of the century in 
England and pioneer Australia. Most of the buxom wenches of recent best-seller history 
are combined in these four women who are pursued through several hundred pages by men of 
all types, as they love the gentle ones, marry the substantial ones, and experience 
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romance , tragedy, motherhood, and seldom the penalty of their defiance of the mores. Riot 
peopled with lifelike and colorful characters, the story rolls on and on from one dilemma 
to the next, not quite to the point of reader exhaustion. This has all it takes to provid 
the ladies with vicarious drama which if glamorized, is certainly for rentals and some P 
sales. 








October 17 






Teilhet, Darwin Appleton-Century 
SOMETHING WONDERFUL TO HAPPEN \“ $2.75 









ef From homicidal highjinks, and small boy tales, this is a departure for Teilhet, an 
for the story of Barney and his brood of youngsters who, with his wife, combine to open ~ 
his eyes to his treason to his beliefs and the ideas for which he thinks he is fighting. 
Minus a marriage certificate (bypassed in a youthful moment) and with four children, 
Barney comes back from the war resolved to keep the things he holds dear. But ambition, 
and persuasion and political angles mix him up a bit; his older daughter's love affair, 
and his younger daughter's book, his evil genius’ wife and a certain weakness when in 
vino, and the result is a whirl on Barney's personal (and would-be-private) circus. A 
family story with effervescent moments, slightly sophisticated, this has the gaiety of 
quiet farce. 
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Crowell 


Lampman, Ben Hur Be os 
THE WILD swan /°/' 7 $3.00 
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A collection of short stories, these are more properly sketches, sequences of 
the Pacific Northwest's back country, of places with an untouched beauty, of people who 
remain unchanged with the years, kindly, homely, and a little naive. There's Him and 
lara Her, “a-jowering and a-jawing"”, but only “cantankerous skin-deep”; Miss Smith who made 
a s buttonholes; old Bill, the deerhunter; the little old Dady and her gray cat, her flower 
garden, and her lonely life; Martha with the growing hand; Uncle Syl who wanted to find 
Stebbenger County in heaven, etc. etc. A leisure, & genuine lyricism here has given 
these stories an appearance in the Atlantic, the 0. Henry collections, but the market 
will be conservative in taste and number. 


Weigel, Henrietta / Dutton t| 
: AGE OF NOON lo/17 $2.75. | 


In fluid, Freudian recall, here are the emotional and erotic experiences of 
Anna, the confusion of the “age of noon.. no longer child nor yet woman”. Of Russian- 
Jewish parentage, Anna became a dancer; had her first real love affair with Dan, unre- He 
liable, unstable; was stimulated (latently Lesbian) in her friendship with the “vibrant" |7 
Tess; married Steve who seemed to make her feel safe after Dan and Tess, but bored her " 
eventually; had an effair with Lonnie which too reached satiety; and lost Steve during 
the war... One of those intensely intimate, emotionally expansive probes of a woman's | 

) 





i internal activities and external outlets which belongs in a diary- not a novel. 









October 21 
Marshall, Edison Farrer, stun 
* From Benjamin Blake, The Upstart, to another tale, substantial in romance, in . 


pattern, and ample in relaxation values. The history of Jason begins in the 17th century © 

in the Adirondack country when his parents are slaughtered by a band of Mohawks, and — a 
Jason sets out into the world beyond. Joining a ship, Jason learns the wisdom, strength | 
and loneliness of the sea and of many lands and many peoples. Upon return to Salem, 
he engages in a romance with Roxana, one which is to be tested by time and space. 
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Jason leaves for the East in search of Roxana, meets up with bold and exotic adventure 
until he is reunited with Roxana, released from the benevolent protection of a wise and 
ancient Tartar ring. A well orchestrated tale of high intrigue, high color, for a fairly — 


well established market. fe 


October 21 


Macmillan 


Hayes, Lindsay 
TAKE THIS WOMAN $3.00 

An aware, authentic touch for the story of a modern marriage and its disinte- 
gration, the painful, psychoanalytic return to compatibility. This concerns Lisa and 
Trump, Lisa who mistook Trump's overbearing domination for strength and solidity, Trump 
whose daily aggravation at Lisa's careless, untidy mind, her emotional dependence, snaps 
with his decision to leave her and the children. Consulting a psychiatrist, both are 4 
aware of the depth of their discordance, but it is Lisa, with a greater determination to © 
preserve the marriage, who fights the hardest. Inadvertently pregnant, and sent to a i 
mental home, Lisa insists on having the child Trump does not want. Through an emotional 
and mental crisis, another hospital, Lisa makes her comeback to a successful start with 
@ writing career and a provisional reunion with Trump... A woman's story, intelligently 
styled, not always as clearly motivated, this should have its market. 


October 23 


Mauriac, Francois Henry Holt 
THERESE $3.00 


Sub-titled A Portrait in Four Parts, the first of these is the novel Therese 
Desqueyroux which was written in 1927 and published over here by Liveright in 1928; the 
last, the novel 7he End of ‘the Night which Mauriac wrote in 1935, and the intervening 


two sections are sketches concerned with the same character. Here are the qualities for . 
which Mauriac has become prominent, the strong sense of character, the concern with sin g 
and expiation. Therese is first seen after her acquittal in the trial for her attempted | 
murder of her husband Bernard, then in her return to Bernard who exploits his knowledge 

of her guilt first in tyranny, then in her isolation from the world, from their child. 

In the later sequences here is the portrait of a lost and lonely figure, and finally of 
Therese Just before her death as she tries to salvage the love affair of her daughter.. 
There is much sympathy here, torment, even exaltation- but one questione whether Mauriac 


has a following on this side. 


Upson, William Hazlett Rinehart 
EARTHWORMS THROUGH THE AGES ; $2.50 
The further exploits of supersalesman Botts from 1932 to 1946, which are stimu- 2 
lated by difficulties in the dirt moving business, which are only 3uccessful after threats © 
of absolute failure. This is Botts, in his letters and telegrams, baiting the long suffer- 
ing Henderson, preaching humanity in business, fighting enlightened economy, and wander- = ~ 
ing across the United States, the Atlantic and the Pacific, in the war. As before, here = 
are the Earthworm tractors and their accomplishments, in spite of competitors’ buck pass=- 4 
ing, sharp practices, and the lethargy of local dealers. Mr. Fix-it and his machine re- | 
present the masculine taste in stories of bigger, brighter business. 3 


October 24 


Zweig, Arnold Viking 
THE AXE OF WANDSBEK $3.50 


Historians of the future would do well to read such books as this as reflec- 
tions in the mirror of contemporary history in the making. For here is the little man o 
Germany caught in the maw of the giant machine which crushed hin. There are no historic 
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figures here; Hitler is virtually off stage throughout, a symbol, a reality quickly sub- 
a merged: in the exaggerated picture held before the people. The actual characters are 
a little people, struggling through the conflict of ideals and hopes with concrete evidence 
that small businesses are being ground out. Superstition, nationalism, traditional loyal- 
ties are all used to evil ends. Resisters are wiped out- and Albert Teetjen, master 
butcher, is made the instrument of elimination- only to find that people are no better, 

no worse, shudder at the means of the execution while indulging in their own petty #yran- 
nies. Albert and his little wife Stine act out their minor tragedy on the stage of his- 
tory as Germany builds for the giant role of executioner... A book for the long term ra- 
ther than the quick sale. As in the memorablecase of Sergeant Grischa , Zweig has told 
his symbolic story in human terms, in small details of daily life of Hamburg shops and 
homes and streets and bierstube. But the larger picture comes through. 



























October 28 1/5 


Abeli, £lizabeth Macmillan 
FLOW TO THE LEAF $2.75 


The personal problems of a long, diffuse roster of Olivers, from father Pitman 
> @ ‘to his confused, sometimes despairing grandchildren, on their demanding Ohio farm land. 
. @ The father, who could not retire because of his love of the land; his daughter Kit who 
4 alone escaped her father's strong hold if at the cost of scandal; Frank who loved books 
and learning but was in bondage to the old homestead which Sid, with his love for farming | 
craved; Seeley who, as a bank teller, could do nothing but worry over his family’s affairs; 7 
and in the next generation, Anthony who learned he must get away but whose high pitch be- 
trays him in an early crisis; Paul who too learns that farming is not for him. It is 
city folk, avid for property and ready with new methods and equipment who are instrumental 
in Pitman's keeping his dream of handing down the family farm, and in Kit's finding com- 
pensation in helping Anthony. A compassionate picture of the power of possessive feeling 
4 c | for land, the dark unheppiness of frustrations and ambitions, this has 4 heightened sen- 
_ =~ sitivity for the pull of farming. 
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October 29 a 


Heth, Edward Harris Harper 4 
WE ARE THE ROBBERS -— $2.75 


Self-destruction in the glamorized setting of Manhattan and Hollywood, this 
tells of Carol Macbeth, wealthy, beautiful and with potentialities as a writer, as she i 
moves through a maze of Broadway, Plaza, Greenwich Village settings and friends, cock- q 
tails and more cocktails. Loved by Luke Beacon, literary agent, she discards her romance | 
as nymphomanic needs drive her farther and farther from her writing. Hollywood makes an | 
offer, and there she finds love only to destroy it. Counterplots bring into focus the i 
problems cf the returned vet, the postwar Negro question, neurosis in general. Brittle, q 
splashy, hardly deep enough for the monumental tragedy which is intended, this is readable, “4 
rentable and expendable. | 












October 31 






Ceesar, Eunice Lee Apple ton-Century 
FOR THIS MY MOTHER WRAPPED ME WARM $2.75 










The lifelong romantic conflict of Cicely, between Mark Richards who was to 
protect her, and Leramie King whom she was to protect, as it provides femininely fashion- 
ed, emotionally satisfying reading. Cicely, who was offered by Mark much adulation, 

much luxury, chose instead marriage to Laramie whose proud poverty, easily 
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provoked sensitivity enlisted her sympathy, made it possible for her to endure a sordid 
life and his uncouth relatives. With Laramie finally working his way up to reasonable 
comfort, with the adolescence of their boy, Cicely realizes she has always sacrificed 
the boy to the father and she returns home to the south and eventually to marriage to 


Mark.... Rental relaxation. 


October ?? 


FS 
SO 


Davenport, Marcia : Scribner 
EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE $3.00 


I suppose the public will consume this avidly- the rottenness of its ostenta- 
tion, its luxury, its filth beneath the surface of wealth, false pride and falser stand- 
ards. Those who are apart from the presumed realities of New York's “upper crust” may 
want to accept the assumption that divorce, faithlessness, pretense is characteristic 
of New York society today. Here’s the book for those who like Hollywood's facades of 
make-believe. The story of a marriage that had gone on despite the man’s egotistical 
assumption that he need not be confined but that the bond held for his wife; and of 
what happens when she discovers that there may be another answer to her unhappiness. 
General Mark Dwyer and Jessie Bourne find in one another the depth of the roots of 
their pasts-- she as the daughter of a Jewish actress and unashamed of her lowest east 
side background; he as a Czech whose years spent in organizing and implementing the 
underground were the most important in his life. The day when she escapes- with him- 
the horror of murder and blackmail, and when she realizes that America’s victory may 
still be lost, is- to me- the only worthwhile segment of the whole. And it fails to 
become an integral part either of character or story. A book surely popular, easy to 
sell and rent. which gives a distorted picture of a rotten civilization. 


Goodis, David Appleton-Century 
BEHOLD THIS WOMAN 1o/3\ $2.75 


By the author of last year’s Dark Passage, and with another book this fall on 
Messner’s list, this is a new presentation of the she-devil which combines the sensual 
and the sensational in fairly tense melodrama. The woman here is Clara Ervin, scold in 
calculation, warm in physical indulgence, whose past criminal record is concealed in. 
her monotonous, middle-class marriage to George Ervin. With a liking for luxury, for 
quieter forms of torture which she imposes on George and his daughter, Evelyn, Clara's 
dominance extends to the outside world as she appropriates one of Evelyn’s young men, 
Leonard Halvery, becomes his mistress, indirectly causes his manslaughter of George, 
meets her mastery only in death... Successful, in this particular specialty of crime 
by violence. 


BUSYBODIES 
. September 30 


Fair, A.A. Morrow 
FOOLS DIE ON FRIDAY | $2.50 


Belligerent Bertha Cool and Donald Lam again on a hot spot when Lam unwitting- 
iy furnishes the means whereby a husband- and a wife- are poisoned. In the course of un- 
covering facts and clearing himself, Lam exhumes a poisoning five years back, a more 
recently murdered blonde, a sure-fire scientific system for making money on the races, 
and two suspects~ only to find both attempted the original murder... A fastie. 
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October 6 









Steers, Helen Dodd, Mead 


DEATH WILL FIND ME $2.50 





The prize-winning Red Badge mystery novel, with which Helen Steers joins a 
femininely styled, chattily communicative circle of lady mystery-makers. Sally, who : 
has no trouble in seeing herself as heroine, tells the story, while her husband, who 
thinks that possession of facts is nine tenths of the solution, is proved wrong as Sally 
investigates the death- ten years past- of her classmate, Carla. New York, Boston, and 
Marblehead set a story of likable people in lethal circumstances. 























October 9 


Burton, Miles Doubleday 
A WILL IN THE WAY $2.00 


The purposeless murder of the second Mrs. Botesdale is followed by the death 

of her husband (certified insane and only waiting to be decertified from the lunatic a 
asylum until the excitement of the wife's death is over). Desmond Merrion, relentless Ee 
in his pursuit of minor trifles that are more instructive than major points, leads In- 4 
spector Arnold by the nose to the right solution of carefully plotted murders. Pounds 4 

' of conjecture and not an ounce of action- bulldog breed. 


October 20 
Head , Matthew Simon & Schuster 
THE ACCOMPLICE $2.50 
© The author of Devil in the Bush turning from primitive to psychological dia- 


bolism in the story of a succubus. This concerns Hank Bewley, American in Paris, who 

plays duenna to Corrie and Lex Abbott, Corrie whom he loves, Lex whom he hates. From 
Paris to Kansas City, this is Hank's unwilling involvement in the affairs of lex who is f 

3 never able to shake the influence of Mamie Kerr, vicious, vain and sixty, as lex murders Ft 
4 @ whore, marries Mamie, is implicated in her death.... By no means usual crime fiction, if 
this is fairly fancy, also fairly fascinating psychopathology. 


Stout, Rex Viking j 
TOO MANY WOMEN $2.50 4 


sal Master of obreption, Nero Wolfe tackles murder in high executive circles, with 7 
Archie, his roving reporter, disguised as a personnel expert, surrounded by varieties of 4 
desirable females. To find out if an accident is murder, the personalities, conflicts q 
and activities of an engineers’ equipment and supply company are turned inside out, = 
and Wolfe's directives bring results after a second killing. Bright befuddlement. 4 


October 23 
















Rinehart 


Tucker, Wilson 
TO KEEP OR KILL $2.00 





Charles Horne, Confidential Services, is witness to a far-reaching bombing 
4 thet ties in with his work on insurance claims. His mania for prying unearths a cat- 
|” \, and-dog hospitel heir, a batty babe, and being thrown for a loop until dizzy. Sgt. 
\Wiedenbeck and helpful Dr. Elizabeth Saari manage to keep his skin whole while he brings 
'to light an insurance racket, motivated by an unsuspected source (in the pattern of 
| The Chinese Doll). Thriller-with sexy turns- but not diller. 
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Grab Bag 


ALL for certain markets, none of them too big, and all with a.certain name. value: 


Constance & Harmon Helmericks' WE LIVE IW THE ARCTIC (Little, Brown) which follows 
up We Live in Alaska; a new Raoul de Roussy de. Sales, THE MAKING OF YESTERDAY (Reynal 


- T ttle, Brown);. 
& Hitchcock);- third in Sir Osbert Sttwell 's pentalogy- GREAT MORNING (Lt : 
kddie Condon's hot music specialty, WE CALLED IT MUSIC (Holt);-and Rosemary Taylor's 


BAR NOTHING RANCH (Whittlesey). See below for reports. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


September 6 


Markham, R.H. Univ. of North Carolina 
TITO'S IMPERIAL COMMUNISM $4.00 


The politics of Yugoslavie are complex, complicated and provocative of violent 
opinion. The author, as a representative of our government in Yugoslavia and later as 
@ newspaper correspondent, has a deep understanding of the various groups contesting for 
control of the country. He clarifies the struggle between Mikhailovitch and Tito, is 
critical of both but dreads what is happening to the liberty-loving Yugoslavs and fears 
that Tito is building up ae powerful, warlike, Communistic state that may organize the 4 
Balkans for war against democratic peoples. Although giving Tito credit for many coura=- — 
geous acts, he feels that he fought not for the Allies but merely to strengthen Comm- | 
nism through terror. Not an encouraging picture of our recent ally and as controversial — 


as its political protagonist. 


September 9 


Marvin, Isabel B. Houghton, Mifflin 
BON APPETIT: The St. Louis Cook Book $3.00 


From soup to nuts, in sections preceded by general advice and suggestions, 
these recipes for standard materials include all varieties of garnishings, sauces, and 
embellishments, and there is enough new treatment and little stressed vittles to make 
this a good supplementary book for standard shelves. There is an international accent 
to the inclusions, and there are sections on preserves, jams, pickles, jellies, bever- 
ages, confections, menus for different kinds of meals. A pleasant addition to the pots 


and pans department. 


Puleston, Capt. W.D. Yale 
THE INFLUENCE OF SEA POWER IN WORLD WAR II $5.00 


An important book, by the definitive biographer of Mahan, not only in the 
fields of neval history and warfare but also in the more comprehensive field of inter- 
national relations. As disciple of the great prophet of sea power, Puleston applies 
Mahan's theories to more current events, concludes- after Mahan- that the atom bomb 
will not render sea-power obsolescent nor will it be the controlling factor in a future 
war but rather a supplementary one. He gives a summary of World War I, traces the en- 
tire course of World War II with emphasis upon the major strategy, causes and conse- 
quences rather than events alone. He shows that Germany lost both wars at sea, and 
that Japan too did not have sufficient sea power to sustain her advantage. This is 
not an account of battle action or exploit, but an interpretation of strategy and. 

actics, making it necessarily for an informed rather than a popular audience. 
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September 15 






Knopf 
THE JOURNALS OF ANDRE GIDE: Vol. I $5.00 


Gide, Andre 







These journals of Andre Gide, released after fifty years, will appear in three 
volumes of which this is the first. Although constituting an event of literary signifi- 
cance, one questions just how many in America will read these diaries of a figure whose 
fame is chiefly French. Begun when Gide was 18 or 19, the early journals are largely 
concerned with self-scrutiny; a youthful egotism and emotionalism prevail. Here are the 
years 1889-1913, Gide’s writing- and his inactivity; comments on books read, on paint- 
ings seen, music heard; his personal pursuit of a philosophy; his commentary on ethics, 
religion; his travels; the varying states of the weather and his nerves; occasional 
family visits and the many, many friends among them Pierre Louys, Verlaine, Maeterlinck, 
Wilde, Peguy, Jammes, Claudel, Leon Blum, Barres, etc. A very fine introduction by the 
editor and translator, Justin O’Brien, places Gide and evaluates his work. Limited, 
literary. . 
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; | : September 17 


. @ Dowst, Robert S. M.S. Mill 
| WINNERS AT PRICES $2.50 


Mechanical methods of selection for horse race fans, based on intense research 
of “all eligible horses in all eligible races at all eligible tracks” for over a year. 
. i There is a definite system of selection and play, which defines the ineligible races and 
| am ineligible horses, types of betting,varieties of wagers, the operation and variants of 
; the methods. A strictly technical, scientific approach to the money returns from the 
"sport of kings". 


September 22 


; Winther, Oscar 0. Knopf 
g THE GREAT NORTHWEST $4.50 


. i ; A regional history that considers the land as 4 whole, and follows the course E:! 
Pl of Oregon, Washington, Western Montana and Wyoming along with the past of Western British | 
. Columbia, in their geographic contrasts and the importance of their diverse features and ~~ 
‘backgrounds. This necessarily observes the Indians, the voyages of discovery, the in- 
vasion of competitive fur companies- North West, Hudson's Bay, the American ventures, - 
and the lasting effects of their activities: the paving of the way for the first fami- 
lies and their settlements, their endurance and sufferings, the many international stakes 
in the land. Here are the diplomatic territorial balances, the achievement of statehood, 
and the growth of communications, education, the trend of political tempers always 
towards the progressive, the research and actions on questions of wasteland rehabilita- 
tion. A survey of a rich, glamorous past, and a heartening forecast for the future, 

this is a level-headed interpretation of this region's story. 











September 25 






Bedichek, Roy Doubleday 
ADVENTURES WITH A TEXAS NATURALIST $3.50 







A meditative, philosophic account of a naturalist's multiform observations- not 
only on the birds, animals, flowers, trees and shrubs, but also on the interrelated ef- 
fects of civilization on nature, the mysteries of behavior, customs, habits, the tonal 
qualities of outdoor living. A provocative presentation- of the part that fences play as 






cattle destroy wild life, as right of way brings more species back into safety; how water — 
lures more types of birds and flowers; the dessication of modern poultry raising; folklore ~ 
and nature lore; bird and flower names; thorough investigations into the character, liter- - 
ary as well as physical, of the golden eagle, the mockingbird; a oamping trip to the Davis © 

Mountains. Here- on the Edward's Plateau,is © leisurely deliberation on the world today, 
on the personalities of plants, as well as animals and birds, on the conditioning of he 
modern ways. Of a definite appeal to the contemplative reader with an interest in the 


outdoors. Illustrated by Ward Lockwood. 


September 25 


Bill, Alfred Hoyt Knopf 4 
REHEARSAL FOR CONFLICT $4700 50 


For a specialized market, this summarizes the period in American history from 
1844 through President Polk's term of office, with emphasis on the political complexion 
of the country through the Mexican war. Polk, a hard worker, but difficult to deal with, | 
was faced with the turbulent problems of the manifest destiny of the United States, terri- ~ 
torial questions involving Oregon, Texas, Mexico, etc. The battles of the Mexican war, 4 
the political conflicts among the command and the President are recorded in detail, and 
the peace negotations which followed, the castigation of Polk for repudiation of his own 
emissary and lack of gratitude. With Polk's departure from the presidency an era died, 
and with it the spirit of give and take that existed, to be replaced by fierce intoler- 
ance and blind fanaticism. A small segment of history well integrated into the o—« 
picture, this makes good reference material, easily readable. 


Carrighar, Sally Knoof 
ONE DAY AT TETON MARSH $3.50 


A companion volume to One Day On Beetle: Rock, this again transposes the oon- 
stant activity and tense awareness of the world of animals and insects in delicate and 
exquisite terms. Here is the wild life of Teton Marsh through the seasons, the danger, 
the violence and the constant struggle for survival that all experience; an otter in | 
search of his twin; a cutthroat trout; an osprey making his first flights; the last day ~~ 
of the scud trapped in a@ pool of silt; a mink who preys on meadow mice, frogs and sal- — 
amander; the gentle, frightened hare; the proud moose; the patient snail; the trumpeter 
swan; etc. etc. An exceptional nature book in its authentic observation, heightened 
perception. (Illus.) 


Collis, Maurice Knopf 
FOREIGN MUD $5.00 © 


An almost forgotten footnote to history, the very awkward international inci- 
dent of the Anglo-Chinese war provoked by the British opium trade, given a very complete ~ 
recapitulation. This is the story of the English drug traffic in the years between 1830 
end 1842; of the very profitable commerce engaged in by the East India Company; its 
official disavowal and unofficial acknowledgment; and finally of the stoppage of trade 
in 1834, the failure of English emissary Lord Napier's negotiations, the Chinese demand 
for the surrender of 20,000 cases of opium, and war... There's considerable color here, 
in the amused portrayal of Oriental formalities, of British public decorum and private 
skullduggery,» quiet irony and wit which lend a certain character to a very minor con- 
tretemps, of only conjectural contemporary interest. 
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September 26° 









Wagenknecht, Edward- &d. Creative Age 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN: His Life, Work and Character $4.00 










Under various categories, Lincoln's life, personality and contributions to 
national development are presented in non-fiction, fiction, drama and poetry. It is 4 
muster of all well known writers on the man as they portray him as man and legend, in 
. i the years of growth and power, in his romance and marriage, at the end of his life, and 
; in the tributes that were delivered. Barton, Wecter, Sandberg, Beveridge, Masters, 
| i Bradford, Nevins, Rutledge, Waldman, etc., etc., and in the imaginative treatments, 
Betty Smith, Bruce Lancaster, Don Marquis, Mary Raymond Shipmen Andrews, Ida Tarbell, 
Robert Sherwood, Drinkwater, Singmaster, Whitman, Lowell, Bryant, Melville, Lindsay, 
Markham, etc. There is material on what it might have been like had he not been killed, 
his style, his humor, the Southern feeling about him, contemporary and modern versions — 
of the various aspects of his career. The whole rounds out into an inclusive picture, 

, that is of interest because it collects so much, from such voluminous writings, in such’ 
- & well-assembled book. 


























September ?? 


Barker, Richard- £d. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE FATAL CARESS $3.00 


Three hundred years of murder in England (1551 to 1888), from the "journal- 
istic, journeyman accounts"-of their day, in a new collection which is for the very 
special audience of afficianados who have followed the work of Roughead, more recently 
Lillian de la Torre Bueno. Here is murder, in its earliest, crudest and cruellest 

=. forms, as it was first recorded in Holinshed's Chronicles and later in such periodi- a 

S cals as The Theory of Presumptive Proof and The Malefactor's Register. With the ex- 
ception of Thomas Kyd and Thomas De Quincey the authors are unknown, as are the major- 
ity of the crimes committed save for the murder of Mary Stuart's Ritzio, Lord William 
Russell, and the fantastically fiendish career of Jack the Ripper... Highly special- 
ized, highly sanguinary, this is for those who are “truly of the blood". 


8,. 
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October 1 : 

4 Jaques, Florence Page & Harper E 
Francis Lee CANADIAN SPRING $3.50 % 

E 4 uf This lacks perhaps the freshness and zest of the Jaques’ team's earliest books 4 


Be... (The Geese Fly High, ‘Canoe Country) but stili ranks high not only for the charm of the 
writing but the beauty of the book with Francis Lee Jaques’ drawings. Once again the 4 
reader shares with the couple the feel of the country through which they are vacationing- | 
this time the Canadian wilds, swamp and lowland for duck and wild fowl generally, and 
the Rockies for mountain goat and sheep, elk, antelope, mule deer- and the sheer beauty 
of the wilderness. Part by boat, part by car, sometimes camping out with rude facili- 
ties of frontier towns or previous campers, one enjoys the experience contributed on 
the one side by a trained naturalist, on the other by an amateur who views her limita- 
tions with humorous unconcern. A perfect gift book for that sportsman friend. 
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ites alates Constance & Harmon Little, Brown 
WE LIVE IN THE ARCTIC $4.00 










* The intrepid amateurs (We Live in Alaska.) again exploring the North, but this 
time for more than a summer's vacation. Bud is back from the Army, and more than ready 4 
to continue his education in the Arctic, and this is his wife's story of their year round ~ 
living. No longer green 4s grass, they canoe up the rivers, find the dream location, a 







August 15, 1947 Non=fiction 


and build their winter quarters. In Brooks Range, inaccessible but not unfriendly, they 
find they have been too late for the fall hunting end that their living off the country 
becomes a drastic danger, so that they are forced into an early spring hunt, which just 
avoids high mortality for them. This is how one young couple discarded civilised living 
and ways, found contentment in their isolation, experimenting, and the remarkable and 
varied life the wilderness had to offer. There is homely humor in the adjustments, 
there is much of food, and nutrition, and more of the animals they hunted and others 
they knew as friends. For the followers of the rough life, with all outdoors for a 
neighbor. Illustrated with photographs by the authors. 


October 7 


Lehmann, Karl Macmillan 
THOMAS JEFFERSON: AMERICAN HUMANIST $3.75 


A scholarly, eclectic study of Jefferson, his mind and his philosophy, as seen q 
through his education, his letters, diaries, papers and his one book, Wotes on Virginia : 
@s well as secondary sources. The intellect of Jefferson comes to the fore here 4s the 
author reconstructs for the reader the mind, faith and temper of the great American 
humanist. In examining Jefferson's education, his library, his political pronounce- 
ments, the monuments he admired, the architecture he produced, etc., Lehmann traces his 
development from the early classic influence to the realistic, contemporary interests 
of his public life, to his retirement and renewed interest in the ancients and humanists. 
Jefferson and his ohi lesophy presented in a learned, but interesting, manner. 


October 8 


Sitwell, Sir Osbert Little, Brown 
GREAT MORNING $4.00 


® Third in the proposed pentalogy, this continues the gracious sharing of person- ~ 
al and family life begun inleft Hand, Right Hand, The Scarlet Tree, up to the beginning © 
of World War I. Young Sitwell undergoes military strictures, ending up in the Grenadiers, ~ 
he continues his gradual estrangement from his family’s world, sympathizes and upholds : 
Edith and Sacheverell, insofar as he can. But the emphasis is on the survivals of other 
periods, his relatives and their friends and their grand manner; for here besides the 
earlier known Renishaw is his father's castle in Italy, the fabulous and grandiose plans 
for both places, his mother's entanglements with a money lender, the visits to many 
royal homes, and the quirks and foibles of kin and acquaintances. There is preoccu- 
pation too with the worlds of art- of music, painting, and the ballet of that day. 

These are lingering glimpses of a temps passe, and this volume accents the golden mo- 
ments before the debacle. Leisured, discursive, a book principally for the earlier 
market. 


October & 


de Sales, Raoul de Roussy Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE MAKING OF YESTERDAY | $4.50 


A book that has been a long time in the making- a skillful scissors and paste 
job of fragments composing a long diary left by the French journalist whose brilliant 
The Making of Tomorrow (1942) made his name a familiar one to many thoughtful readers. 
This new book is posthumously published- it wont have the impetus of timeliness- but it 
is singularly prophetic, provocative. This diary starts in 1938 and ends with what he . 
calls the "affirmation of the authority of a traitorous and fascist regime” in the North © 
African deal. Throughout de Sales is objectively critical of American policy; he dis- — 
cusses the tragedy of France's degeneration and downfall;the anti-Europeanism of America 
the forces of pacifism at any price. In his failing months the diary seems withdrawn | 
from aggressive challenge, he hopes he will not live to see an “epoch of humanitarian — 
businessmen and preaching farmers". A book to read slowly for its penetrating th | 
rather than for its interpretation of history in Pred barr snes Not for 
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October 9 





Hoffenstein, Samuel Doubleday 


Light verse as it should be, romping through familiar subjects, sometimes 
comfortable, sometimes with a barb, always with a bright approach and a sure touch with 


its forms. “Large and mellow, mild and philosophic fellow",the author pursues thoughts in 


quatrains on matters personal and economic, or larger ideas in the world today. Enter- 
tainment as well as grey matter exercise. 


Norman, Charles Rinehart 
SO WORTHY A FRIEND: William. Shakespeare f° H/@ 1/13 $4.00 


The author of last year's The Muse's Darling (Marlowe) continues in that period 


with a biography of Shakespeare, based on and including in the text a great deal of pri- 
mary source material. In the main this makes no controversial or original points, but 
is rather a serious, orderly study, perhaps jeopardizing general reader interest in its 
faithful dooumentation. Of Shakespeare's parentage and uncertain pedigree; the marriage 
eat 18 to Anne Hathaway, a marriage not made in heaven but “to be endured below” if only 
for three years; the poet- and the influence of Marlowe; the first plays and first fame; 
the intimacy with Southampton and the search for love which was climaxed in the Sonnets; 
the perpetual enigmas of the “Onlie Begetter” and the “Dark Woman” which have no answer 
here; the later plays as they expressed the political circumstances of the times or the 
personal circumstances of his life; and many business transactions through the success- 
ful years; and the man, always gentle and grave, “so worthy a friend". A biography 
which is conscientious and reverential- but is not the enlightened interpretation of 

say Dover Wilson. 


October 15 
Adams, Brooks ‘ Harper 
AMERICA'S ECONOMIC SUPREMACY $3.00 


A timely reprint of a book published in 1900, then discounted and scoffed at 
by the critics as a visionary, superficial and well-written piece of literary fabrica- 
tion thinly veiled as sound economics. Today it reads as extraordinarily far-seeing, 
perceptive, prophetic. Adams foresaw a world in which two-powers were pitted against 
each other, Russia and the United States. He foresaw the decline of France, ef the 
British Empire, the risir,z importance of China as a market, integration of Russia and 
Germany (let us hope his prephecy there is not so sound). Some of the economic factors 


. he emphasiszes- the sugar market- the change of transportation peowers- and so on, are 


dated of course,but in principle are basic. Interesting as a study of the westward 
shift of pewer, as evidence of what the not-so-visionary brother of Henry Adams saw 


-in America's economic future. Marquis Child's intreduction is a msterly evaluation 


and prejectien- and comprises about one third of the total text. A book fer students 
of curves of economic history, trends, and so on. Not for a very wide public. 


Gross, Louise Haberbush : Harper 
SOUPS, SALADS AND DESSERTS | = | ~~$3.00 


Presenting these three special types of food as “meals or individual dishes 
in any meal,“ this offers a wider range in these dishes than accorded in other cook- 
books. For there are menus based around the three for hearty to light, party and in- 


valid meals, there are a variety of instructions, helpful suggestions and idea provoking — 


recipes that make this an unusual workbook for kitchen shelves. A nice speciality. 


PENCIL IN THE AIR | $2.00 4° 
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Announcing for October 15 


Warbasse, James P,. Harper 
COOPERATIVE DEMOCRACY $3.00 


A revised edition, brought up to date of this well-known history of the con- 
sumer's cooperative movement in theory and practice. 


Halevy, Daniel Longmans, Green 
PEGUY and Les Cahiers de la Quinzaine og $3.00 

This study of Charles Peguy appeared some twenty years ago, has during these 
years become the standard work about the French writer and thinker, and today has been 
revised into a new book. Peguy, whose mystical and chivalric idealism was first de- 
voted to social causes, later to religious and nationalist forces, has been a figure of 
recurrent if limited interest. This biography of the man opens with his childhood, the 
university years and the preoccupation with Jeanne D'Arc, Utopia, the participation in 
the Dreyfus affair, to his establishment of Les Cahiers. The growing concern with 
religion, his political position as a republican, and finally the last years- the pre- 
monition of death which was to be realized on a battlefield in 1914... Limited. 


October 16 


Roberts, Cecil Doub ota 
AND SO TO AMERICA 500. - 4 


Report repeated from page 412 of the August 15, 1946 bulletin when scheduled 
for previous publication, as follows: "To anyone who knows the U.S.A. most of us know, 
this would seem as remote from the realities of life as the average citizen sees it as 
the most plush of Hollywood's versions. For Cecil Roberts, with none of the. holier- 
than-thou snobbishness of Noel Coward, accepts as run-of-the-mill the Southampton, 
Newport, Florida, Nassau backgrounds. When he strayed into other social levels, one 
felt that he thought he was deliberately slumming... There- with that off my chest, 

I concede that he took vast reaches of our country in his stride, that he shares his 
own keen enthusiasms for much we have to offer,that he displays vast learning- and 
every American would do well to absorb some measure of his zest for seeking the out 

of the way bits of history, personal notes, and his thorough grounding in those figures 
in the American scene that link the old world with the new. This is largely the record 
of his war-time travels, lecturing, and doing his share in making for better under- 
standing of his own country. It is, too, an oddly lopsided picture of what America 

was like during those years, at least that small segment of American life he saw." 


Hewes, Thomas Dutton 
DECENTRALIZE FOR LIBERTY $3.00 


A layman's view of our politically, economically, physically and morally over- 
concentrated country, and his detailed, if sometimes cloudy, solution for saving the 
country by decentralization. In the first part he analyzes the origin and nature of 
concentration and its development, and he views the economic and political decentrali- 
zation of the country as the answer to our major problems, inflation, the atomic bomb, 
and world peace. In the second and major section he attempts to outline the operation 
of his system in terms of individual liberty, opportunity for security, initiative and 
economic independence, government aid and education... Basic truths in somewhat glib 
guise. 
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Appleton-Century 


Laney, Al 
PARIS HERALD: The Incredible Newspaper $3.00 















A nostalgic portrait of the first American paper in Paris, the toy of unpre- 
dictable James Gordon Bennett, at first a liability, later a money-maker and famous. 
How it was started, the irveaula, carefree development, the incidents that marked its 
career, its rious owners after Bennett's death, the roster of well known internation- 
al correspondents and writers it produced, the various periods through which it lived. | 
A roll call too of the headline news of those days, of the thirst emporiums, eating 
places and night spots, celebrities, and the way in,which the Herald covered them. An 
oddity in newspaper history, the Herald's career is adequately, not brilliantly, 
handled. 













Condon, Hddis- narrated by Holt 
Thomas Sugrue WE CALLED IT MUSIC $3.00 








S In @ special groove for hot jazz followers, this nevertheless has the advan- 
tage of being literate as well as chatty autobiography, for the author's story of his 
early life is unvarnished fun, and his later life in popular music is uninhibited in its 
' depiction of the music spots of that era. An Indiana boy, raised in Illinois, with a 
saloon keeper (later a policeman) for a father, a mother whose understanding was temper- 
ed with humor,and a swarm of musically-minded brothers and sisters, young Eddie found 
i out quickly that he liked music and girls and let nothing stand in the way of either. 
With his tenor banjo, and early dance dates, the Chicago spirit in jazz soon called 
him, and Bix Beiderbecke's playing and friendship sewed him up. With more experience, 
he became more solidly confirmed in the need for public recognition of the right kind 
of jasz music, unconsciously aimed his life as a crusader for his beliefs. Here are 
& almost all the famous names in jazz of the '20's and '30's, here are the many combina- 






























| 
i tions and switches in the bands, the precarious life that those whose mania was music 4 
‘ endured. And it ends with his Town Hall concerts- and the recognition.he fought so a 
hard for. A coherent account, which is unblushing in its recital, unconcerned in its a 
| 
| 
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writing. ’ 
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Elsensohn, Sister M. Alfreda Caxton 
PIONEER DAYS IN IDAHO COUNTY: Vol. I $7.50 


Extended from an article to a volume of considerable proportions, with 4 pros- is 
pective second to come, this tells of the “geographic and historic factors and associe- |] 
tions" which have gone into the naming of the towns and settlements (and in Volume II, "4 
rivers, peaks, etc.) of Idaho County. The rather loose definition above as it is ap- 
plied to the County, its seats, districts, towns, way stations, sites, seems to include | 
miscellaneous intelligence and incidentalia of Indians, miners, criminals, pioneers, © 
local lore, social life, industry, education, religion, mementoes, local stores and a 
postoffices, etc. etc. Wit. liberal use of extracts from town newspapers and reser 


this is a rather unselective, hit ‘or miss assemblage of at best minor, regional material, 






Barjansky, Catherine Macmillan 
PORTRAITS WITH BACKGROUNDS Dip : $3.50 
Catherine Barjansky is a sculptress in'the ancient medium of wax. Her work q 
must certainly have merit since only the most elegant, famous, exotic, the most noble of 
men became subjects for her “psychological portraits". In preciously personal and lacy i 





lines, she tells of that portion of her life from the early 20's until today, the compa- | 
ny of the illustrious which included Freud, Einstein, Sinclair Lewis, Dorothy Thompson, ~ 
the Queen of Naples, Duse. Her insight is her own, cultivated in her own fragrant hot- | 
house world. Her company in wax become delicate miniatures, life seen through fold and ~ 
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October 22 


Editors of the New Yorker Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE NEW YORKER WAR PIECES $5.00- (prepub. $4.50) 


ad An anthology which adds permanence to some of the finest reporting of the war, 
these pieces collectively combine to cover these years from both civilian and military — 
standpoints, achieve a literary unity in their casual but expert excellence. Distin- 
guished by their steady synchronization of small incident and lerger implication, by 
their understatement but awareness of the tragedy war brings, many of these are memor- 
able. Here are the Letters from London (Mollie Panter Downes), from Paris (Liebling 
and Janet Flanner), Poland, Rome, Florence, Berchtesgaden as they reflect the lives 

of the cities in terms of daily detail; here also is Bli J. Kahn's army life, St.Clair 
McKelway's navy life; battle incident whether on land or sea or in the air from Sicily 
and Anzio to the South Pacific; the underground, the English Cockneys and evacue chil- 
dren, and just people. The collection closes with John Hersey'’s Hiroshima. A book 


that many may well want to own. 


October 23 


Bovey, Martin Doubleday 
WHISTLING WINGS -$600 /$7 .50 


For waterfowlers, this account of the author's early years of hunting, under 
his father's watchful eye, in northern Minnesota, first with gun, later with camera, 
and through the years as he has “shot" his birds throughout this country and Canada. 
An exuberant account of the years of duck and goose, of. exceptional incidents, and spe- 
cial days, of hunting companions, of Ducks Unlimited, and of training his own three boys 
as shots. Definitely a sportsman's book, with its photographs, 40 pages, by the author 
and line drawings by Francis Lee Jaques. The publication of the book will be timed for 
Mr. Bovey’s lecture tour around the country, so watch for a tie-up with it. 


Geismar, Maxwell Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LAST OF THE PROVINCIALS |/ -S - $3.50 


H. L. Mencken, Sinclair Lewis, Willa Cather, Sherwood Anderson and F. Scott 
Fitzgerald under scrutiny as representative literary figures of a generation. This is 
& skillful probe, into the roots of their craft, their influence, the issues that in- 
fluenced them, their temperamental and environmental factors. And it is a close anal- 
ysis of their work, combining the descendancy and contrasts of the five, and their ex- 
pression of the world ari‘v.d them, the problems with which it (and they) were confronted, 
the tensions and pressures and ideas which they documented. There is a fine drawn bal- 
ance of their achievements, and their failures, and keys to their expression and devel- 
opment are displayed from their writings. This refines literary criticism in the light 
of social and economic development, gives an importance not only to their art but their 
ideas. Of literary interest and argument. 


Lewis, Oscar Knopf i ; 
SILVER KINGS $3504 20 


By the author of The Big Four, @ biography of the railroad robber barons, this 
is again a spirited account of the fantastic, speculative careers of the big four of the 
Comstock Lode as their ambition, ability and acquisitiveness enabled them to achieve fab- 
ulous wealth. With a passing bow to the early days of the Lode, “no nursery for tender 
consciences", this covers the career of Mackay, to whom wealth brought little happiness; 
his rough, rag to riches rise; the later years when his family left him for the refine- 
ments of Paris, the cultivation of society and notoriety. Of Fair, obsessively and ex- 
clusively concerned with himself, the prestige and profit he derived from the Lode, the 
culmination in a Senatorial career “many degrees less than brilliant" and scandal. Of 
Jemes Clair Flood, who loved display end was the ablest financier of the quartet, and 
O'Brien, its weakest member, the “jolly millionaire”. Highly animated and often amu: 
ing, this is for a masculine market. ea nt : 
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Dorsey, Florence 3 Rinehart 
ROAD TO THE SHA $4.00 







A biography of an American engineer and inventor, whose knowledge of the Miss- 
issippi and its river boats brought him international fame. James Buchanan Hads, whose 
record- in the 19th century- is one of a diving bell for salvaging, ironclad gunboats 
for the Civil War, the twelve year work of building a bridge over the Mississippi at 4 
St. Louis, and the construction of jetties at the mouth of the river to give New Orleans | 
access to the sea. This is his career, in its technical as well as its personal and } 
social aspects, from his early devotion to ships and his river, to his first marriage, a 
and his growing fame as the man who understood everything about the Mississippi. It 
was as an expert in river control that he was called all over the world, that he op- 
posed the Panama Canal, favoring instead a railway for ships, that he fought for his 
beliefs and saw them all successful save the Panama Canal project. A full recording 
of the incidents “in his life, this has the energy of devotion, if not the wide appeal 
of a less specialized subject. 
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Leet, L. Don Whittlesey 
CAUSES OF CATASTROPHE $3.50 


Scientific popularization, this uses historical example and non-technical 
terms to explain the causes of such natural catastrophes as earthquakes, volcanoes, 
tidal waves, hurricanes and typhoons. Devoting the most attention to earthquakes, this 
tells of the early beliefs associated with them, the knowledge we now have, the types 

| e& of earthquake, severity, depth, sound, and what seismology can determine. Volcanoes, 

’ ancient and modern, their manifestations, frequency, cycles, and mountainmaking as the - 
cause of both of the above. The book closes with the fable of Atlantis.... General 
information on a special subject, this should have a plus sale in the juvenile market, 


Remy Whittlesey 
MEMOIRS OF A SECRET AGENT OF FREE FRANCE 27 $4.00 


In a first volume, a rather lack-lustre account of a De Gaullist intelligence | 
network in France in 1940. Gilbert, the egent, formerly connected with a bank, joins 3 
the De Gaullist movement and is sent back to organize espionage at a time when loyal 
followers were few, .and France's resistance was at a low ebb. Shuttling from Madrid to 
France, as @ movie producer, occasionally accompanied by his family, little effort was 
made apparently at deceit, written memos were kept, etc. Evidently success was prede- 
termined, or at least due to other departments of the underground. The purpose end 
achievement of this book no doubt is the relief of suppression- off the author's chest 
and to e general public if there is still a market. We question it. 


Taylor, Rosemary : Whittlesey 
BAR NOTHING RANCH ;) | ~ $2..50 





’ The author of Chicken Every Sunday, which was boarding house biography, turns 
2 to a cattle and dude ranch for her newest recital of human stories, idiosyncrasies and y 
4 mishaps. This is Noelke Webb's story, her romance, from & musical comedy, with much old- = 
er W.T., and her best foot forward when times got bad for the cattle ranch. For she took | 
in guests, and made them part of the ranch's machinery, even though paying guests meant | 
unpaid labor, and the price was high, still it worked out well for the popularity of ”76".~ 
And these are the tales of the misfits, of the romances, of the newlyweds, of personali- 4 
ties who came to visit, and of Noelke's quick-thinking response to all situations. There — 
are horses and cattle as well as humans on this Arizone ranch, which for all its amusing 
. incidents, has a somewhat strancons sound. 
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MacDonald, Elizabeth Macmillan 
UNDERCOVER GIRL $2.75 


Here's the OSS in operation, as seen through the experiences of one “under- 
cover girl" assigned to Morale Offensive in the CBI theater. Entertaining, sometimes 
naive, amateurish and distinctly “girlish”, it is nonetheless very informative about 
not only the purpose and procedure of this little known arm of aggressive war, but of 
the actual, tangible results. A human interest document, occasionally straying from 
the personal experience angle to a discussion of the conditions in the countries to. 
which she was assigned (India, Burma, China)- there's enough of Sax Rohmer drama, 
enough of Walter Winchell social reportage to give it an oddly balanced picture of 
life behind the front lines, and the ingenuity, imagination and perspiration which 
combined to produce an effective breakdown of Japanese morale through 4 variety of 
ingenious mechanisms,- radio, mail, gossip, sabotage, and so on. Lively reporting- 
journalistic rather than interpretative. 


Nichols, Roy Franklin Macmillan 
THE DISRUPTION OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 2! rt $6.00 


Not as the title implies, complete historical coverage, but a picture of the 
disintegration of the Democratic party in vivid terms. The termination of the bloody 
Civil War, which ended in victory for neither side, also sounded the downfall of the 
Democratic party, and the concentration is on this particular period. Nichols contends 
that the cancer within the party was just a symptom of the identical ranoour which 
eventually caused the breach in the Union. Although primarily a study of “American 
Democracy", as Nichols refers to the Democratic party, there is an ample background 
of social and political determinates. A comprehensive and thorough work that gives 
a competent understanding of the workings of politics, highly recommended within its 
specialized field. 


Waugh, Coulton Fees Macmillan 
THE comics '// 25 $5.00 
An inclusive history of the slap-strips which have become our national read- 
ing habit, this analyzes not only their particular type of funniness but their ability 
to reflect national characteristics, popular preoccupations, American life in general. 
Here is a chronological development, from the first appearance in 1896 of the Yellow Kid, 
to the early classics (the Katzenjammer Kids, Barney Google, etc.). The various generic 
groups, comic kids, girl:is girlies, animals, he-men and sunermen, westerners, the Smart 
Set, and today's Barnaby and Sed Sack. And lastly the comic books, which in spite of 
disapproval, are the steady reading diet 6f over 90% of America's children. Comprehen- 
sive coverage, this will serve for research and reference, but is not the enlightened 
interpretation of Gilbert Seldes® Seven Lively Arts. 
4. ye 
Finch, Edith bee Fait Harper 
CAREY THOMAS OF BRYN MAWR S-S°O “§¥700- 


A thorough and painstaking record of the life of Bryn Mawr's second president 






whose dauntless, determined, feminist spirit was dedicated to the cause of making women’s 4 


educational facilities equal to those of men. As president of Bryn Mewr for 37 years, 2 
Carey Thomas maintained her attitude of detachment from people as such, her overzealous ~~ 
compulsion to make the school better, formed few friendships, had no love affairs, and j 
worked continually. Instrumental in founding Johns Hopkins scasnisianee School,with ea finger in | 
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many educational pies, her death in 1935 was widely mourned as the loss of a great pio- 
neering spirit. But a pre-developed interest in either the woman or the college is 
predicated in locating an audience for the book. 






October 29 ,~ 









Rolo, Charles J.- éd.- Harper 
THE WORLD OF ALDOUS HUXLEY ‘ae L-$3.50 











A selection from the work of Huxley over the past thirty years, with an intro- 
duction by the editor which outlines the evolution of his “world”, from the early adven- 
tures in negation to the latter-day beliefs, from the sophisticated skepticism to thé 
mystical-pacifism of today. All will not agree with Rolo that Huxley is,a “passionately 
serious thinker"; the seriousness has not equalled the passion; but the. ‘amazing erudi- 
tion, the satirid skill, the wit, the precision of style has given Huxley' s writing fh 
very special claim to fam. This selection from his works includes Antic Hay in full; 
extracts from Point ‘Counter Point, :Brave New World, After Many a: Summer Dies the Swan, 
and Time Must Have: a Stop; essays; poems; short stories; sections from his biography of 
Cardinal Richelieu, Grey Fminence;- criticism; and his later scientific, metaphysical 
incursions... A very representative re-presentation of the man and his work. 












‘Announcing 
















Wade, Mason- Ed. - Harper . 
THE JOURNALS OF FRANCIS PARKMAN 2 vols. boxed-$10.00 _ 4 


The complete journals, never before published, illustrated with maps and Park-— 
man's line drawings. These journals include Parkman's explorations of the old West, the 
source material of The: Oregon Tratl,: his visits to the scenes of his histories, and his 
later travels across America and Europe. The editor published a biography of Parkman 
some years ago on Viking's list and contributes explanatory notes although the journals 
reveal both the historian and man, painstaking, ascetic, hypochrondriacal, Brahmin of 
Boston Brahmins.... For a long term rather than an immediate sale. 


October 30 
: a] ps 
DeVoto, Bernard Houghton, Mifflin ~~ | 
ACROSS THE WIDE MISSOURI $10.00 


Mp 

A re-creation, from source material, of the fur trade, which is rich in first- ~ 
hand description and color, and which intersperses, through the text, the paintings of a 
Alfred Jacob Miller, Charles Bodmer, and George Catlin, who lived and journeyed with the 
trappers. Together this provides a unique visual documentation of life at trading posts 
and on expeditions. Here are the struggles between the American Fur Company, the Rocky ~~ 
Mountain Fur Company, and other small independents for control of the fur business, com- ~ 
plete with everyday customs, habits and manners of the fur traders and those they dealt ~~ 
with, and the Indians. Continuity is maintained through the person of Sir William Drum- 7 
mond Stewart, a captain in the British Army, who traveled and hunted in the West from 4 
1833 to 1838. Source material, which is also largely new material, in careful but color- | 
ful representation. | 
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AMERICAN BUILDING $5.00 3 
PS 4j 
Subtitled “The Forces That Shape It", this is a discussion of housing in terms ~ 
of the aesthetic, economic, social and technical factors which have advanced or impeded ~ 
American building. Both a history end an analysis from the consumer's point of view, 
the first half traces the development of housing from Colonial times to the present. 


Fitch, James Marston ais Houghton, Mifflin 
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The second is a discussion of building today and tomorrow; the types of structure and 
structural materials; building as it affects our health, lighting and vision, heating, 
sound proofing, labor saving devices and our energy,landscaping as it affects the ) 
Climate, modern planning and space saving, and the question of volume production as 
ageinst aesthetic standards... A study of some significance and considerable ramifica- — 
tions, but not for too sharply defined a market, this is an interesting interpretation. 


(Illus. photos and drawings.) 
October ?? 


/o/; 
Collier, John 2a Norton 
TH& INDIANS OF THE AMERICAS $3.75 


A big, beautifully dull history of the Indian people from Paleolithic times 
until today. The “facts”, the color patterns, the chronological order of their days 
fall in heavyhanded, florid style. Mr. Collier retreats from the rattling bones of our 
civilization into a world whose people still retain “reverence and passion of life". 

He would have the world seek these values to save itself from self-destruction. Much 
is lost however of force and meaning in a welter of detail- an unhappy inability to 
speak directly and simply, though the reference material provided is excellent. (Illus.) 


Bowen, Ralph Whittlesey 
GERMAN THEORIES OF THE CORPORATIVE STATE 1ol14 $2.75 


Only for students of social and political philosophy, this analysis of German 
corporatist doctrines. There, more than in any other country, corporatism has been 
varied, continuous and abundant. This doctrine made its first appearance in Germany in 
1800 largely as an expression of antipathy to the French Revolution, recurred in diver- 
gent forms of which Naziism was only a “minor and somewhat ambiguous incident". Here 
are the many doctrines of corporatism before 1870 and their proponents, Fichte, Muller, 
Hegel, Gerlach, Gierke, which prefaced the three major theories, Social Catholicism as 
it was originated by Ketteler, Monarchical Socialism with Bismarck as its prophet, and 
German Collective Economy whose master-architect was Rathenau. A serious study of 
these conservative, anti-mechanistic, anti-materialistic, anti-revolutionary concepts 
in relation to the social politics of the period.... Limited. 


Laird, Donald A. 8 Eleanor C. Sa Whittlesey 
THE TECHNIQUE OF GETTING THINGS DONE $2.75 3. 6S 3 


A new approach to the success formula, this analysis of hinderances that pre- 
vent achievement. In the eccomplishments of many types of persons, the basic qualities ~~ 
of initiative, stick-to-it-iveness are described and enlarged on; the way in which abil- ~~ 
ity can be encouraged rather than wasted. This is to help “Almosts become Achievers” by = 
teaching them how, not to work harder, but more effectively, how to inventory their | S 
activities, plan for a goal. Each unhelpful trait is discussed and e cure shown. Laird's ~ 
type of inspiring is palatable to many ; this should meet them more than half way. - 


Last Licks 


Lewis, Lloyd Harcourt, Brace 
IT TAKES ALL KINDS $3.75 


A collection of assorted papers from the popular historian, which range from — 
contemporary characters, to high comedy incidents, to the revitalization of lesser known ~ 
historical figures, bits of theatrical topics, anecdote, etc. etc. An infectious qual- ~ 
ity to each inclusion and an appeal in fresh material make this appropriate incidental | 
reading, considerably promoted by the author's name. 
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Hillyer, Robert September 11 Knopf 
POEMS FOR: MUSIC: 1917 - 1947 $2.50 e 

A rather large sheaf of poems by the well known poet, which have his familiar, © 

pleasant music, pleasant nostalgia, pleasant use of pleasantly poetic words. The mood ~~ 
is mildly lyrical, mildly elegiac. The subjects are love, loneliness, youth, age, na- ~~ 
ture, mystery; the locale anywhere along the New England coast. There are those who % 
have formerly liked Hillyer, who will like this. It will win no new friends, influence ~~ 
no new people. There is neither sign of growth, nor of deterioration. There is nothing | 
more to be said. 4 


‘Shapiro, Karl October 8 Reynal & Hitchcock 
TRIAL OF A POET $2.00 


Probably the best practising poet on the American scene, Shapiro is bound to 
be well received with interest and enthusiasm in any new volume of his verse. If Triai 
Of ‘A Poet has not quite the impact of V-Letter or An Essay On Rime,: it still is poetry 
of a superior order. Most of the contents deal somewhat chronologically with the inner © 
experience of the poet, during his formative years, and during the war. Many have ap- if 
peared separately in such magazines as the New Yorker, and though each can stand along, ay 
they form a loose and interesting continuity. It is Shapiro's gift to be personal with- — 
out being mawkish and narcissistic. He can objectify and project his individual experi- 
ences into a kind of fine, hard-grained poetry, that has a particularly firm and masou- ~ 
line music. He is never ebsoure or Byzantine in his use of the language, but he is a a 
thoroughly modern man aware of the grim realities with which we are ail faced. He faces © 
them manfully, intellectually and creatively. For wide reading in the poetry market. a 


Frost, Robert October 16 Holt 
MASQUE OF MERCY $2.50 


Again Robert Frost, one of whose most pleasing characteristics used to be @ Zz 
serenity and unbroken surtnes quality, is disturbed. And once more he is using a bibli- | 
cal story and biblical characters, cast in a dramatic dialogue and a modern setting, to a 
express his growing alarm. Last year he presented the Book of Job, this year the story ~ 
of Jonah is his framework. And, once more, it is not pleasing to find this finished a 
poet losing his equilibrium in his advanced years. It had been better if he had had 
earlier heart-burnings. But now, in Masque of Mercy, it is a little distressing to 
have him discuss the ancient problems of good and evil that bedevil the adolescent. 

(His devices too are disturbingly adolescent, as Jesse Bel for Jezebel.) All that can ~~ 
be said for this sorry sight, of a good poet finding out too late that he has had no 
philosophy,- something many of his readers had suspected - is that occasional lines 

of this dreary discussion show that he has a poet's gift of phrase. Otherwise the 

little drama is quite sophomoric. Only those interested in the total Frost output will 
‘want to read this work. 2 


Young, Stark- Ed.-: cme It- 3 : Scribner ~ © 

° LANTHR*S~ POEMS ~ rv i : 

ve lecty od) forms ade Sane 4 eS Ae pe) sO y 

This selection of Sidney Lanier's poems is accompanied by the editor's intro- af 

duction which is both fair and enthusiastic. He brings out the importance of music in | 

Lanier's life as well as in his work, - and this is indeed the outstanding quality of a 

-Lanier's poetry, its peculiar melodiousness. Students of the American literary scene, 

particularly of poetry, may welcome this since Lanier has lapsed into some obscurity. ig 
But it is doubtful if his verses will arouse much contemporary enthusiasm. With suggest~ | 
ions of Poe and Shelley, the macabre of one, the occasional flaccidity of the other, but ™ 

without the genius of either, the individual note of the poems is the musical line, which | 

is both original and arresting. For the litterateur rather than the general reader. é| 
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PLEASE NOTE.THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday 
Becker, B. - WHIRLWIND IN PETTICOATS- price from $4.00 to $3.75 


Gilbert, BE. - THE SQUIRREL CAGE- definite price $2.75 
(J) Gregg, A. - Correct title to THE MYSTERY OF FLIGHT 24 
Jacoby, 0. - HOW TO FIGURE THE ODDS- price from $2.00 to $2.50 
Linkletter, A. - PEOPLE ARE FUNNY- definite price $2.50 
Meserve, N. - KING OF THIS HILL- definite price $2.75 
Nickerson, H. - THE NEW SLAVERY- price from $3,00 to $3.50 
North, S.- SO DEAR TO MY HEART- from 9/18 to 9/25. Definite price $2.75 
Ruark, R.C, - GRENADINE ETCHING- price from $3.00 to $2.75 
Seeley, M. - WOMAN OF PROPERTY- definite price $3.00 
Dutton 


Sagendorph, Kurt - STEVENS THOMPSON MASON- price from $4.00 to $4.75. Date 
from 8/18 to 9/5 


Henry Holt 
Fine, Benjamin - OUR CHILDREN ARE CHEATED- definite date 10/27 
McKinney, Robert - HYMN TO WRECKAGE- definite date 9/25 
Simon, Yves R. - COMMUNITY OF THE FREE- definite date 10/16 
(J) Webster, S.C. - THE KING GIVES A PARTY- from 8/? to 9/15 
Norton 
Clune, Henry W. - MAIN STREET BEAT- definite date 10/20 
Collier, John - THE INDIANS OF THE AMBRICAS- definite date 10/25 
Rowlands, John J. - CACHE LAKE COUNTRY- definite date 10/10 
Prentice-Hall 
Tate, A.- Ed.: - A SOUTHERN VANGUARD- from 10/13 to 9/15 
Scribner 
Binns, Archie - YOU ROLLING RIVER-definite date 9/22 
Cleary, Jon - YOU CAN'T SEE AROUND CORNERS- definite date 9/8 
Ricks, Peirson- THE HUNTER'S HORN- definite date 9/22. Price ne $2.75 
to $3.00 
Rodman, Selden - THE AMAZING YEARS- definite date 9/22 
Smith, Harvey ~ TWIN PINES- price from $3.00 to $2.75 
Venturi, Lionel - MODERN PAINTERS~ definite date 9/8 
Vanguard 
Allen, Col. Robert S. - LUCKY FORWARD- definite date 9/22 
Farrell, J.T. - THE U:FE. ADVENTUROUS- from 9/? to 10/9 
Viking 
(J) Garrett, H. - RUFOUS REDTAIL- definite date 9/15. J.L.G. selection. 
Loomis, A. - CREATIVE ILLUSTRATION- from 8/29 to 9/15 
"(J) Rietveld, J. - NICKY'S BUGLE- definite date 9/5. J.L.G. selection. 
Whittlesey 
Breslin, H. - THE TAMARACK TREE- from 9/29 to 11/17. December Lit. Guild. 
Glick & Hong Sheng-Hwa - SWORDS OF SILENCE- from 9/29 to 9/22 
Halsey & Bryan - ADMIRAL HALSEY'S STORY- from 9/15 to 10/13 
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